We Are Not Beggars

Directed by: Wen-jie Qin (1997)

Length: 30 minutes

Description: This documentary depicts the life of several child street performers in a
contemporary Chinese city. These children had been wandering the country as street
performers for four years and are virtual "untouchables"” to most Chinese. The camera
follows them in their daily rounds through the streets, performing acrobatic tricks and
begging. It captures their daily struggles for survival and their dream to return home and
go to school, and looks at how these children face the challenges of a harsh environment
with inner strength.

Through this program we have a window on a little known aspect of Chinese society
today and the realities facing so many of the world's children.

Can purchase from: Documentary Educational Resources (http://www.der.org/)
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